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Story & Art hy Takehiko Inoue 


Based on the novel “Musashi” by Eiji Yoshikawa 


HOW 
MANY TIMES 
WILL YOU 
FORCE ME 
TO DRAW 
OUT MY 
FATAL 
STROKE...? 


THAT'S 
THE 
YOSHIOKA 


PLITTING 
YOLIR 
ENTIRE 
SELF 
INTO THE 
SWORD. 
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HOW 


| BOTHER: |. 
SOME... 


SEIJORO, 
THIS WILL 
BE NOTHING 
LIKE 
PRACTICING 
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PERFECTING 
ONE'S 
SKILLS... 
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АМ НЕК 
ТО ТНЕ 
YOSHIOKA 
CLAN. 


FOLLOWING 
THE 
WAY... 


PUTTING 
EVERY- 
THING 
INTO 


IM 
GRATEFUL 
FOR THIS 
LIFE. 


CAN PUT = 
EVERYTHING = 
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HIS FOCUS 
BY THE 
WEIGHT 
OF HIS 

BURDEN... 


DIVERTED Ж 


ІМ ТНІ5 


YOSHIOKA 
SEIJLIRO 
WAS CUT 

DOWN AT 
RENDAIJI 

FIELD. 


4 FLEETING | gr 
2 MOMENT... E ~ 
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შე ეის 


AS ALWAYS. , 


OF 
PERFUME 
AND 
MAKEUP. 


Š DENSHICHIRO 8 
M SENSEI/ 


MY BROTHER 
RETURNS, YOU 
BRING HIM HERE 


SEIJIRO Г Р”, Ї 
SENSE үс” SE | TO DRAG HIM BY | 
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' HIS NECK. 


ባ ТШ > 


TN 
| 


| ' III I 
" A 111 ሀ 
al 1 А | / i |] 
4 4 


NN ላ ს E E А | ul 
ENT. у TM : “Ж | MA 
S | 4 1 1 Ч 9 ; Š 4 Ў т 


ნო. იი” 
“ብ 277 ያ ი ” 
წ 


| 
ТИ, Р : 


N 
SS 
KAAR 
RR 


SNS. 


THE NEWS 


8 WOULD HAVE 

: : : CAUSED IN ANY 
aw {ойр | “sca | | CASE, NC 
SOON THE | ዱ. Tur DAMAGE ONE MUST 
RUMORS - залвоз | DISTINGUISHED | | FIND OUT 

Sn M CUM: DEATH WAS | YOSHIOKA ABOUT 

і CAUSED ВУ 11 

ALWAYS | AN ILLNESS ТНІ5// 


ወወ 
УОЦ..СЦТ SOME- 
BESIDES, `\/ ONE LIKE THAT? MUSASHI 
Я НЕ WAS EVEN CHOPPING REALLY 
ITS FIGHTING OFF AN ARM | 
INCON- AGAINST REQUIRES 
CEIVABLE. SUCH GREAT 


MUSASHI 9 
REALLY 


OUR PLANS. "A. 
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DON'T 
RELY ON 
BRUTE 
STRENGTH... 


- JUST 
BECALISE 
YOURE 
BIG. 
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"AND WHO WAS 


UNFORTUNATE 
ENOUGH TO BE 
CUT DOWN BY 
YOU SO EARLY 
IN THE NEW 


YOSHIOKA 
SEIJURO... 
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KÖETSU, 
IM NOT 
SURE YOU 


НЕ 


qu и M VERY 
EPA A SUSPICIOUS. 
SAME AS а 2 ” 
HIM, DRIFTER... 


LOOKS 
LIKE ITLL 


ITS 
STRANGE... 


BUT I DO 
UNDERSTAND 
YOUR URGE 
TO TALK. 
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LINGER 
ON THIS 
VICTORY. 


THIS LIFE 
OF CUTTING 
DOWN MAN 
AFTER MAN... 


THAT'S THE 
SPIRAL OF 
KILLING 
WHICH IS 
YOUR DAY- 
TO-DAY # 

ЕХ!$ТЕМСЕ. 


PERFECTING 
YOUR 
SKILLS... 


STRIVING 
TO LISTEN 
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THOUGHT 
ГР FEEL 
HAPPIER 
ABOUT 
IT. 
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Муозпо 


A SINGLE 
RUMOR 
CAPTIVATED 
THE ENTIRE 


YOSHIOKA 
SEIJURO'S 
BEEN CUT 
DOWN!! 


THE 
RONIN, 
АМУАМОТО 
MUSASHI!! 


: WAIT y 2 መ mo 
SEJIRO = ) - Хээ ባከ WAS SUPPOSED 


Y SEIJÜRO 
EVEN IF WAS THE 


74 MUSASHI 


ክ TO FIGHT THE 


1-5 SOMETHING 
INCURABLE. | 


THE HEAD K 
OF THE რ 
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FIRST 
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ONLY. HE WAS А 


ARE LIKE _ | PRETTY BOY WITH |- 
\ THAT. СЗУ A FACE LIKE A 
RA GIRL. THIS WAS 


, BOUND TO 
^. HAPPEN. _ 


THAT WAS 
JUST AN ACT. 
SEIJÜRÕ WAS 
ACTUALLY EVEN 
% з) MORE GIFTED 
A THAN HIS 
FATHER! 


RUMOR 
BROLIGHT 
ON 


ANOTHER, 
AND 
THEN... 
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NN 

Ха 
KAIN 2 
СН 


NUISANCE 
| WHEN THE 
YEAR'S JUST 


TM 
GOING 
TO FIGHT 
MUSASHI!! 
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WHO KILLS 
MUSASHI 

1 WILL GAIN 
БРОДА IMMEDIATE 
SA NOTORIETY. É 


^ ANYONE 
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ANYONE f 
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I HAD 
NO CHOICE 
BUT TO KILL 
THIS RONIN I 


WE HAVE 
TO TAKE 
CARE OF THIS 
MATTER 
IMMEDIATELY. 


ሠ І 
Ў AM MIKE 
7 JUROZAEMON, 
ONE OF 
THE TEN 
SWORDSMEN 
OF THE 
YOSHIOKA. 
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THERE'S A 


SWORD 


Д SHARPENING 


REQUEST 


_\ FROM EDO. 


“HAVE 
НОМ АМ! 
KOETSU 


SPECIFI- 
I САМУ 
REQUESTED 
THAT YOU 
Do IT... 


SHARPEN 


A DIRECT 
ORDER 
FROM THE 
TOKUGAWA 
IEYASU. 


TOKUGAWA 
IEYASU, 


TECHNIQUE 

IS MORE 
А THAN ADE- 
ት... ОЦАТЕ 


HE RAN AWAY. 


IS BEAUTIFUL 
AND 
SERENE. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 


ABOUT? 
HAVENT YOU 
HOW GONE OUT 
ODD TO 


A TODAY? 
SEE YOU SO Py # 
AGITATED, 
MOTHER. 


THE HEAD 
OF THE 
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| YOSHIOKA 


SEIJORO... 


WHICH 
MEANS THAT 
YOUNG 


MAN IS 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI. 


I HAVENT 

SEEN YOUR 

GUEST. HOW Д 
IS НЕ? (« 


НЕ`$ 
SLEPT 
THROUGH 
THREE DAYS 
AND NIGHTS. 


THE TOWN 


A BEAST \ | 


ТНЕУ`ВЕ 
ко RM RECOVERING 
MUSASHI TO BLOOD- FROM ITS 
MAKE A NAME | THIRSTY WOUNDS. 


FOR THEM- 


COME AFTER 
MUSASHI. 


THEY 
WILL 
EVENTUALLY 
COME HERE 
TO SEEK 
HIM OUT. 


AND WE'LL 
PRETEND 
WE DON'T 
KNOW A 
THING. 


KNOW 


THIS 
CHARACTER 
? 


(DOES IT SNOW 


IN YOUR PART OF 
THE COUNTRY?) 
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#193 | Bedlam in Kyoto 
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POSSESIONS. 


YOUD 
PROBABLY 
BE BETTER 

OFF 
STAYING 
HERE A 


MI RUFFIANS OUT 
=| THERE WHOD 
5:51. LIKE TO 
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YOU HAVE 

QUITE А 

444 SCORE TO 
ረሙ | SETTLE WITH 
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| FOR SEIJÜRÕ 

4 SENSEI 
AFTER YOUR “ 
FIGHT 5 , 
OVER!! 2 


AVENGE 
YOUR 
| BROTHER'S 


CURSED 
RONIN 
MUSASHI 

// 


-/ THAT'S 
EXACTLY 
WHAT I 
INTEND 
TO DO. 


IN 
ANOTHER 
FEW DAYS 
HELL BE 
FIGHTING 
MUSASHI. 


(| HIS SPIRIT WE 
MUST BE 
DEEPLY XV 
SHAKEN. 2/4 
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ALL THAT | 
WHISPERING 
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WELCOME 
HOME. 


DEN- 
| SHICHIRO 


El 
REALLY SENSEI IS 


THINK HE 
CAN WIN 
IN THIS 


PERHAPS 


REGAIN HIS 


PUBLICLY ` 
ANNOUNCED Y 
THAT THE 
MASTER DIED 
FROM AN 
ILLNESS. 


„BUT ALSO 
THAT 
DENSHICHIRO 
WAS NO 
MATCH AGAINST 

HIM. 4 


EVERYONE 
WOULD KNOW 
WE FEARED 
YES... FOR THE 
OUTCOME OF 
THE DUEL. 


IF THAT 
HAPPENS, 

OUR SCHOOL 
WILL BE 
FINISHED! 


WE MUST 
CONSIDER 
THE PROSPECT 
OF MUSASHI 
DEFEATING 
BOTH 
BROTHERS... 


DO You 

SUGGEST 
WE 

| AMBUSH 

MUSASHI? 


A. | EVEN IF WE 

Ву SUCCEEDED 
DOING SO IN 

WED NOT AMBUSHING 

ONLY BE MUSASHI... 


ЎЎ ADMITTING HE 


KILLED OUR 


АВЕ 
YOU SAYING 
WE SHOULD 

LET THE 
DUEL TAKE 
PLACE?! 


IT 
WOULDN'T 
HURT TO 
KNOW 
MUSASHI'S 


SEARCH 
ALL THE 
INNS IN 
KYOTO. 


SEIJORO... 


you 
THOUGHT 
DENSHICHIRO 
COULDN'T 

BEAT 
MUSASHI... 


THAT'S 
WHY УОП 
TRIED TO 
KILL HIM 
WHERE NO 

ONE WOULD 
KNOW. 
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I DIDNT 2 Е 
REALIZE | 
YOUR 
BODY WAS 
COVERED 
WITH THE 
SCARS OF 
SO MANY 
BATTLES... E 


THIS 
WASNT 
THE FIRST 
TIME... 


YOU'VE BEEN 
LOOKING ` 
AFTER YOLIR 
BROTHER 
FOR QUITE 
A WHILE. 


N-NO/ ARE 
THEY STILL 


DAMN, 
HE'S МОТ 
. AT ANY OF 
THERELL THE INNS 


BE NO 
AMBLISHING IN KYOTO. 


HIM THEN. WE 
WONT 
FIND HIM 
IF HE HAS 


IMMEDIATELY 
IF YOU SEE 


HAVENT 
you 
HEARD? 


ITS 
THE TALK 
OF THE 
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НЕАР 
OF THE 
YOSHIOKA 
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AND JUDGING 
FROM THE WAY 
| THOSE MEN 

WERE ACTING, 


MUSASHI 

MUST BE 
EXTRA- 

ORDINARY!! | 
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WANT 
TO TELL 

EVERYONE! 


HES 
MY 
MASTER!! 
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(ILL KILL YOU, УОП BASTARD MIYAMOTO MUSASHI. і 
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I NEVER 
THOUGHT ID 
EVER EVEN 

LEAVE 
MIYAMOTO 

VILLAGE. 


WHETHER ITS THE 
VILLAGE OF 


„> MIYAMOTO OR 
ሃርህ THE CITY OF 
KYOTO YOURE 


ALWAYS GETTING 
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PEOPLE WORKED UP. 


ANOTHER 
CHALLENGE 
POSTED 
KEEP TO MY 
DREAMING!’ MASTER! 
oe სმი 
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m I NEVER 
IMAGINED I 
-] — WOULD BE 
=| WALKING THROUGH 
<A THE CITY OF 
-А KYOTO LIKE 


| | 
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-YOU 
STILL 
FORGE 


AHEAD. 


JOINING 
ME LIKE 
THIS IN 
THE TEA 
CEREMONY 
WILL DO. 
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MIYAMOTO * 2 | .| | PERHAPS 
MUSASHI, | — | AL you 

I рр NOT E> - (e 2 y A | ар {| PREFER 
\ BELIEVE Ма $ ოლ 


WITH 
SUCH A 
FORMIDABLE 


FIGHTER... EXCHANGED 


BLOWS... 


YET YOU 
SEEMED 
QUITE 
SERENE. 


НА НА. 
I FELT 

LIKE ID 
BEEN 
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115 EMBAR- 
RASSING, 
BUT I MUST 
CONFESS... 


г ND, 


„І DID FEEL 
A BRIEF 
MOMENT OF 
BLOODTHIRST 


2 WHEN I МЕТ 


SHARPEN- 
ERS. 


I AM 
HON'AMI 
KOETSU. 


IM 
SURE IT 
OULD BE A 
BEAUTIFUL 
SIGHT TO 
„ BEHOLD. / 


Ги 
| MUST 
EXCUSE 


“| MYSELF. 


WHAT HES 
TALKING 


ЖЭ 
МАРЕ МЕ 
WANT ТО 

WATCH YOU 

IN A 


| 


THERE'S 
A PLACE 
CALLED 
RENGEOIN 
TEMPLE. 


Y THE 
LOCATION 
OF YOUR _ 
DUEL WITH | 
YOSHIOKA ኔ 
SEIJÜRO? 2.2 


you 


LET 
THEM 
TALK. IT 


NOT, YOU 
WERE E 
SLEEPING / 
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RENGEOIN 
TEMPLE... 


THEY'RE GOING 
TO SWALLOW 
THEIR PRIDE 


= ጫ 
4. 
“А AND TRY TO [бе 
А GET RID OF 4% 
JA 


MUSASHI. 


# HIS MATCH Ë 
табар WITH DEN- | 
ЗРК መመ SHICHIRÕ? Z 


THE DETAILS 
OF THIS 
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of Rivals | 


e 


v Jä 
> риза 
' "~ 

vo 


-/ THIS IS 
7 | WHERE THE у 
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SO HOW COLILD 
HIS YOUNGER 
BROTHER 
DENSHICHIRO 
POSSIBLY BEAT 
MUSASHI? — 4 


I HEARD 
THE YOLINGER 
BROTHER 
IS MORE 
FORMIDABLE. 


- : THATS ^ 
| WHAT 
|| WE'VE 7 
v / BEEN ІШ 
, НЕ5 Bis 
Ч TAKING ом SANG. Y |. 
THE YOSHIOKA | | |] 
SCHOOL dem. 
— ALL BY === 
MALE HIMSELF. > 
COMES m = 
DOWN : і 
то. + а са 


ACTUALLY, 


DIT SPEAKING 
| OF STRONG 
КОЛКО! || FIGHTERS, 
IVE HEARD WHAT 
ABOLIT 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO? 


I WON'T 
BELIEVE 
IT UNTIL 
I SEE IT 

FOR 
MYSELF. 
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IMPOSSIBLE! | 
| HES 
ደ FORMIDABLE 
8 қ ЕМОШОН ТО 
: МБТАКЕ. > RECEIVE А 
: CERTIFICATE!! 
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ТНЕУ САТСН 
МЕ THEY'LL 
ROAST ME 
ALIVE FOR 


I KNEW I 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE COME 
HERE. 
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SEVERAL 
TIMES 
BETTER 


(Wanted: Hon'iden Matahachi) 
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CHOICE!! 
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-. WHILE 

I ONLY 

BECAME 
WEAKER... 


РА 


4 
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SO 
EVEN THE 
SWORD HA 


FORSAKEN 
ME. 


BANISHED 
FROM THE 


BUT NEWS 
OF OUR 
MASTER'S 


DEATH MUST 
HAVE BEEN 


WELL, 

>> THE THREE 
Given ` VICTIMS WERE 

THAT THE UNKNOWN 


ч 
დ PERPETRATOR 


4, 


APOLOGIES. 


| SHOULD BE 
TENDING TO 
THE BUSINESS 
MATTERS 
! ОР YOUR 
"ს SCHOOL. , 


4 


НЕ НАМЕ 
АМУ 
А FAMILY? 


I DONT 
KNOW WHAT 
YOU'RE 
TALKING 
ABOUT. 


ji и и 


FAMILY 
SITUATION 
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I HATED 
THAT 
BASTARD... 


ONE LIKED 

HIM. HE 

WAS FULL 
OF 


A CONCEIT. 
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EI BUT 
TIME I 5 114% HIS 
ATTEMPTED % Ñ 1 SWORD... 
TO ў 
EMULATE 


СОМЕ 
BACK TO 
US IN 
SUCH A 
STATE... 
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1 E 
ШІ | SHICHIRO 
| | | | MUST NOT 
1 DO THIS. 
\ \ 


|" 


BECAUSE 
OF THOSE 
MURDERS 


/ 
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ү ) || ^ N 
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HOW SHALL 
I BRING 
THIS UP WITH || 
DENSHICHIRO? 


1 
WAITED 


YOUR ORDERS 
AND FOLLOWED 

THAT SAMURAI 
-\ YESTERDAY. 


HE NEVER 
CAME 


й MUST ВЕ 
УЛ WHERE HE'S 
(A STAYING. 


| Чу 7 O uf ° 
AS 


AMBUSHING 
MUSASHI MAY 
NO LONGER 
BE AN 
OPTION... 


А 


STANDING 
ATA 
BRIDGE. 


I HEARD 
GION TOJI, 
ONE OF THE 
TEN SWORDSMEN 
OF THE |. 
YOSHIOKA, WAS ДЕ 
CUT DOWN 
A YESTERDAY, 


IF 
MY FIRST 
SWING 
MISSED, 


TELLING 
WHAT 
WOLILD'VE 
HAPPENED. 


| THAT HE | 
CAME AFTER 
ME. 


I 
STARTED 
ITA 


FEW DAYS, 
I'LL FIGHT 
DENSHICHIRO 


PERHAPS 
THIS FIGHT 
WITH 
YOSHIOKA 
HAS SPUN 
OUT OF 
CONTROL. 


OTHERWISE, 
I WOULDN'T 
HAVE HIS 
CERTIFICATE. 


MLISASHI'S 


BEEN THE 
MEANWHILE TALK OF 
IM A DRUNK THE TOWN 
WHO RESORTS EVER SINCE 
TO DECEIT HE DEFEATED 
TO PAY HIS THE HEAD OF 
BILLS. THE YOSHIOKA 


SCHOOL. 
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ALL THAT К 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI'S 


| CUSTOMERS 

THE EVER SINCE 

7 STREETS YESTERDAY'S È 
ARE BLOOD- 


MIYAMOTO VI 


MUSASHI 


A REAL q 
FIGHTER WOLILD 

NEVER CHT 

1 DOWN PEOPLE ДІ 

> JUST LEFT AND / 

7] TO MAKE RIGHT IN 

BROAD 1 

SCENE//l DAYLIGHT!! и 


HE JUST Ҹ 
WANTS TO SHOW 
| OFF HOW STRONG 


REALLY STRONG 
HE WOLILDN'T 
NEED TO DO 

THAT! 
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KOJIRO. 
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WOULD 
BE TOO 
DANGEROUS 
TO POSE AS 
HIM WITHOUT 
KNOWING HIM 
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About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inoue, author 
of the best-selling manga SLAM DUNK, with over 
100 million copies in print worldwide. Critically 
acclaimed, Inoue received the 2000 Media Arts 
award for Manga from the Japanese Ministry of 
Culture as well as the 2000 Kodansha Award for 
best manga for his work on VAGABOND. In 2002, 
VAGABOND received the prestigious Tezuka award 
for best manga, and in 2003, Inoue was nominated 
for a 2003 Eisner Award for best writer/artist. To 
date VAGABOND has sold over 22 million copies 
throughout the world. In addition to his numerous 
manga titles, Inoue also created the character 
designs for the PlayStation basketball game, OVE 
ON ONE. 


About VAGABOND and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inoue's VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASHI, is a fictional account 
of the life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
RINGS, was a master of the sword and was revered 
as a “sword-saint.” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
of sword fighting, which is typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords simultaneously—holding 
the long sword with the right hand and the short 
sword with the left. Musashi was also a master of 
the “gentler arts 一 he was a master of sumie (black 
ink drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The 
films that comprise THE SAMURAI TRILOGY directed 
by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro Mifune, 
were also based on Yoshikawa's MUSASHI. Inspired 
by the huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 
2003 NHK produced the historical period drama 
MUSASHI. Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, this 
drama stars kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa as 
Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu. 


A note on names: 


The names presented within the context of this 
manga are presented in the traditional Japanese 
order—surname followed by first name. "Miyamoto" 
is Miyamoto Musashi's last name and "Musashi" is 
his first name. The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented first 
name first, last name second. “Takehiko” is the 
author's first name and "Inoue" is his last name. 


Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


A Brief Historical Overview 

The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1558) in Japan was a time of 
chaos and conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and the 
shogunate, had grown increasingly weak and the land was effectively ruled 
autonomously by numerous daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to expand their 
spheres of control, the daimyo were constantly at war with each other. One 
daimyo in particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by 
means of conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of his assassination in 
1582, he managed to control approximately one-third of Japan. One of 
Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, became Nobunaga's successor 
to carry on the quest for unification. Through a process of conquest and 
conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating a federation amongst the daimyo, 
and by 1590, order was restored to Japan under Hideyoshi's rule. Hideyoshi's 
death in 1598, however, presented the question of succession. Most of the 
daimyo from the domains in the west remained loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and 
its five-year-old heir, Toyotomi Hideyori. Tokugawa leyasu, however, leading the 
major daimyo from central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan's 
leadership. The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in Mino 
(located in present day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa claimed an 
overwhelming victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would effectively 
tule Japan for the next 250 years. The political stability that resulted put mass 
numbers of samurai out of work. Masterless samurai, known as ronin, were 
forced to wander the land to seek out employment. This, the beginning of the 
Edo Period (1600-1868), sets the stage for many of the period dramas and 
chambara sword-fighting films that have popularized the image of the samurai 
to a Western audience. 


Hon'ami Koetsu (1558-1637) 

Famed artist and calligrapher who co-founded an influential arts movement 
called the Rinpa School. Koetsu was involved in numerous fields including tea 
ceremony, pottery, and calligraphy. In addition, Koetsu succeeded the line of his 
family's ancestral business of sword polishing and appraisals. 


Hozoin Spear Technique 

Created by the Buddhist monk Kakuzenbo Hoin In'ei (1521-1607) of Hozoin 
Temple, which was a sub-temple of Kofukuji Temple in Nara. This spear technique 
is typified by quick dexterous movements rather than the use of brute force. 


Ito Ittosai (Dates unknown) 

Founder of the Itto-ryu school of sword fighting. Before establishing his own 
style, Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujo-ryu style of sword 
fighting under Kanemaki Jisai’s instruction. 


Rengeoin 

Located in eastern Kyoto, Rengeoin Temple is more commonly referred to as 
Sanjusangendo. The main hall of Rengeoin features an amazing display of 1001 
Kannon Buddhist statues. 


Sasaki Kojiro (dates unknown) 

The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi, Kojiro is believed to have studied 
the Chujo-ryu style of swordsmanship under the instruction of either Toda Seigen 
or Kanemaki Jisai. Kojiro was renowned for his 7subame-gaeshi, ог “swallow-cut” 
technique which was inspired by the movement of a swallow in flight. 


Shinmen Takezo 
Miyamoto Musashi's boyhood name. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 37, he was 
appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Daitokuji. Takuan was 
an important figure whose acute and brutally honest advice was sought by 
influential and powerful figures such as Emperor Go Mizuno and the shogun 
Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu Munenori discussing Zen and 
swordsmanship entitled 7HE UWFETTERED MIND has become an influential 
treatise in both the areas of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled daikon 
radish, takuan, also bears his name. 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder of the famed Yagyu- 
Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu Munenori (1571-1646) was 
one of Tokugawa's key generals at the Battle of Sekigahara. Munenori was 
appointed as the official fencing instructor of the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1632 
the Yagyu were appointed as the ometsuke—responsible for the surveillance of 
the daimyo. Although the Yagyu clan has been depicted in Kazuo Koike's LOWE 
WOLF AND CUB as the plotters of the downfall of Itto Ogami, the general 
Japanese popular culture take on the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More 
specifically Munenori's son, Yagyu Jubei (1607-1650), is viewed as a 
wandering hero protecting the people from evildoers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and the founder 
of the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting. Yoshioka Kempo mastered 
the Kyohachi style of swordmanship and then modified it to form the Yoshioka 
style. In the context of Inoue's VAGABOND, as well as in Yoshikawa's MUSASHI, 
Yoshioka Seijuro and Denshichiro are Kempo's sons, who are historically thought 
to have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous occasions. 


Winner of the 2000 Media Arts Festival Award 
Recipient of the 2000 Kodansha Award for Best Manga 
Winner of the 2002 Tezuka Osamu Cultural Award 
Nominated for a 2003 Eisner Award for Best Writer/Artist 


“...reads like an Akira KurosaWa film captured on the printed page.” 


—Cliff Biggers, Comics Buyer's Guide 


*...an extremely satisfying comics experience." 
一 Tony Isabella, Comics Buyer's Guide 


“This really is one of the best comics 
currently being produced." 
—Greg McElhatton, icomics.com 


The highly anticipated return of Vagabond—the story of the life and 
times of Miyamoto Musashi, a man striving for enlightenment by way 
of the sword, destined to become the most renowned samurai of all 
time! 


A tempest of a man has arrived in Kyoto and the entire city is in a 
fervor, anticipating the storm to come. Musashi has returned for a 
rematch against Yoshioka Denshichiro, and he’s prepared to take 
down all of the Yoshioka Dojo to defeat him! 
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